FOUR SECRETS TO CROSSING YOUR JORDAN

Dr Femi Olowo

Golden Text: Josh 3:1

The Preparation Scenario just after Josh 3:1 - The miraculous crossing of the Red Sea 40 years earlier represents deliverance from bondage in Egypt. God’s people escaped Egypt to proceed to the Promised Land. But 40 years earlier, they had too little faith and too much fear to cross the Jordan River and possess the land God offered them. Now after 40 years of training in the wilderness school of faith and obedience, they are willing and ready to cross over, enter in and defeat all obstacles to their victory and rest in the land.

      

On the eastern bank of the swollen Jordan River a massive throng of over 3 million people stood waiting with their vast herds of cattle, sheep and goats. On the other side lay the Promised Land. There was no bridge, no boat with which to cross the raging river. Yet, in the midst of this “impossible” circumstance, God was going to manifest His glory!

What is the meaning of Jordan?

The word “Jordan” signifies Death, so when you cross over the Jordan, it means your old situation is dead, and you have crossed over into newness of life.

Because the Israelites made a difficult and hazardous journey from slavery in Egypt to freedom in The Promised Land, the Jordan refers to Freedom. The actual crossing is the final step of the journey, which is then complete as the Believer settles in the Promised Land of Blessings.

What is your Jordan?

Your Jordan or Red Sea is any major obstacle in life that hinders you from getting over to the other side, that hinders you from moving from your wilderness of Barrenness to your Promised Land of Abundance. It is anything that stands before you that spreads itself broadly as far as the eye can see and tells you that you will not move forward. It is the circumstances that lie to you that say that God has not destined you to complete your journey. 

Your Jordan may be financial circumstances, poor health, negative marriage situation, adverse immigration situation, problems with your children or family, difficult challenges at work or in your business, etc. Whatever situations rears its ugly head and tells you that you will not make it is your Jordan.

Why cross the Jordan?

It is therefore necessary for you to cross your Jordan to get over to the other side. In you are going to get to your Promised Land, you must traverse your Jordan. In order to fulfil your destiny, you must cross over. 

Where you have arrived at might be commendable, but you have not yet reached where God wants you to reach, you have not completed your journey yet. And your greatest challenge is the one that lies ahead of you… you must cross your Jordan, in Jesus name!

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

A. Crossing in the Law

Moses crossed the Red Sea – Ex 14:13-16 [1. Authority… more later]

Joshua crossed the Jordan – Josh 3:1-17 (1 Chron 12:15) [2. Presence…]

B. Crossing in the Prophets

Elijah crossed the Jordan – 2 Kings 2:7,8 [3. Anointing…]

Elisha crossed the Jordan – 2 Kings 2:9-15

C. Crossing in the New Covenant

Jesus crossed the Sea of Galilee – Mark 4:35-41 [4. Faith…]

The Disciples crossed the Sea of Galilee – Mark 4:35-41

Four Secrets to Crossing your Jordan

1. Authority (seen in the manner Moses crossed over in Ex 14)

The Authority of the Believer. The rod of Moses symbolized his divine authority from God as the shepherd of His people. When God trained him to go and meet with Pharaoh in Ex 4:1-5 

When he stood before Pharaoh in Ex 7:8-13 – Moses demonstrated that his God had greater power and authority than the gods of Pharaoh as his rod swallowed up the rods of Pharaoh’s magicians. Then all the plagues from Ex 7 to 11 were released by the rod and authority of Moses.

By the time they arrived at the Red Sea, Moses had an experiential knowledge of the authority that was in his hand, so he could use it readily at the command of God to part the Red Sea.

Do you understand your authority as a Believer? All the Gospel writers show the authority that comes from Christ to the Believer over and over again e.g. Matt 28:18-20, Mark 9:23, Luke 10:17-20, John 16:23,24 

When you stand before your Jordan circumstances, are your circumstances afraid of the authority you possess as a Believer, or will Satan and your circumstances treat you like the seven sons of Sceva in Acts 19:14-18 who had no authority to try to confront the devil or cast out demons?

2. Presence (seen in the manner Joshua crossed over in Josh 3)

Practice the Presence of God. 1 Thess 5:17 says pray without ceasing. How? By practicing the presence of God all the time. 

Moses said he would not go into the Promised Land unless God’s presence went with them – Ex 33:15,16. However many of us would be happy to cross over into our blessings without God’s presence. We have been after our breakthrough for so long, that we don’t care so much about the God of the Breakthrough any longer. 

When the priests carrying the Presence of God (the Ark) in Josh 3 entered the Jordan, that symbolized God’s presence. The Jordan parted all the way back to Adam 2km away and the children of Israel were able to cross over the Jordan

Without the Presence of God, you will not cross over your Jordan.

3. Anointing (seen in the manner Elijah/Elisha crossed over in 2 Kg 2)

What is the Anointing? Maschah (mwashwakh) – To smear or to rub ointment or oil on something. 

In the OT, it was prophets, priest and kings that were anointing for divine service This was normally initiated by an anointing service where oil was poured on their heads in abundance – Ex 29:7 (Priests), 1 Sam 10 (King Saul), 1 Sam 16:1,13 (King David), 1 Kings 19:16 (King Jehu, Prophet Elisha). Ps 133

Purposes of the Anointing

The Anointing indicates the Presence of God in or upon a person to enable them to fulfil their divine functions. If the anointing is on a person, then it is only temporary divine ability to do something – Judg 13:25, 14:6, 14:19, 15:14 (Samson), 1 Sam 10:5,6 (Saul).

Ps 23:5 – to bless

Ps 105:13-15 – divine protection

Isa 10:27 – to destroy yokes and lift burdens

Luke 4:18,19 – to preach and minister

Act 1:8 – power for effective witness

Acts 10:38, Jam 5:14 – to heal and deliver

1 John 2:20,27 – to teach

2 Kings 2 – to enable you to cross your Jordan

Mark 5:24-33 - Jesus Garment (Clothes). Luke 6:19 (to the crowds); 8:46 (to the woman) – virtue (effective power, moral excellence), anointing went out…

Illustrations: Colloquial Countrified Preacher – “Stay underneath the spout where the glory comes out, and stay there until you soak it up in your bones!”

The Healing Preacher who sat on a Stone (Stones)

Examples of the Anointing (Stones, Clothes and Bones, transmitters of the anointing, just like copper conducts electricity)

2 Kings 13:20,21 - Elisha’s Bones 

Elisha asked for an increased anointing. You need to increase the anointing of God in your life in order to cross over!

How to Increase the Anointing

(1) It comes from God so spend time with Him – 2 Cor 1:21,22

(2) Prayer and Fasting – Matt 17:21

(3) Be Spirit Filled - Acts 1:8

(4) Time in the Word – Jer 15:16; John 6:63; John 15:7; Col 3:16

(5) Obedience – Acts 5:32

(6) Fellowship/Unity (no strife) – Ps 133

(7) Music/Worship – 1 Sam 16; 2 Kg 3; 2 Chron 5; Eph 5:18-20; Col 3:16,17 

4. 
Faith (seen in the manner Jesus crossed over in Mark 4)

Without faith it is impossible to please God – Heb 11:6. Without faith it is impossible to cross over your Jordan – Mark 4:35-41

While we have Heb 11:1 definition, the best definition for faith is perhaps Pro 3:5,6 – Trust in the Lord with all your heart…

Illustration of faith in a chair or a child who jumps at dad’s beckoning or believes the moon is made of chocolate or believes in Santa/Jesus.

You must develop your faith in God in the midst of your Jordan circumstances, as He is the only One that can cross you over.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Altar Call:

1. Salvation (John 1:12, Acts 4:12)

2. Marriage crisis (John 2:1-11, Eph 5:25-33))
3. Prayers for healing (Jam 5:11-14)
