The Parable of the Hidden Treasure

(Mt 13v44)

A sermon by Matthieu Lambert 

Introduction

My mother-in-law used to have a cat that she had named Biti Miti. This cat was named after the expression "biti miti pouna moupa" which means "I like you and I want to be your friend". This is what the missionary Jim Elliott and his friends shouted down to the Auca Indian Tribe, as they circled overhead in an attempt to reach them with the Gospel.  A short while later they attempted to reach this Indian Tribe on the ground and ended up sacrificing their lives.  Jim Elliott's wife did however in due course manage to take the Gospel to them.  

You may be wondering what this has to do with the parable of the hidden treasure.  Jim Elliott's wife later published her late husband's diary and it contained what has since become a well known saying: "He is no fool who gives what he cannot keep to gain what he cannot lose".  Jim Elliott understood what it means to make sacrifices for Christ as did the man who found the hidden treasure in the field and went away and sold everything he had in order to buy the field.


The message of this parable could be summed up as follows: There is joy in giving up the little that we have now to gain something so much better with the hope of even more to come.

Jesus likens the Kingdom of Heaven to a treasure that was hidden in a field.  It is something so precious that when we find it, it is worth giving up everything and going to whatever lengths are required, to ensure that it is ours.  This seems at first to be a big sacrifice to make, however we should not skim over the fact that Jesus says that it was in his joy that this man went away and sold everything that he had in order to buy the field. 

What is this treasure that Jesus is describing?  How does it bring us such joy? Is it really worth sacrificing everything to gain it?  These are the questions that I would like us to explore today. You might be thinking that we already have the answer in the parable itself:  the treasure is the Kingdom of God, it is the Gospel itself. You are right.  In keeping with that I would like us to consider a particular aspect of the Gospel which is in itself a treasure more valuable than anything else that brings us immense joy and makes all the sacrifices in the world worthwhile:  That is knowing Christ.  

What I would like us to reflect on tonight is thus firstly how the Bible likens knowing Christ to hidden treasure (1); secondly how knowing Christ demands sacrifice (2) and thirdly how knowing Christ transforms lives (3).

The Knowledge of Christ as Hidden Treasure

The Kingdom of Heaven, the Gospel of Christ is like a treasure to be kept safe in our hearts and stored where no one can steal it from us, deep within.  

This Gospel is summarised by the Apostle John when he says that “God so loved the world that he gave his one and only son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but shall have eternal life” John 3v16. 

Entering the Kingdom of God, being saved by God’s grace, knowing the forgiveness of sins, eternal life…  These are all aspects of what we now know in part and look forward to in an even greater measure.  These things are all to be treasured and are important in God’s plan for salvation.  But the aspect of the Gospel that I wish to emphasis and that grips me at this time is the personal relationship that we can have with Christ.  This is really something to be treasured: Knowing Christ as saviour, Lord and friend.  Intimacy with Christ should mean more to us than anything else.  We should hunger for it and do everything that is in our power to gain it more and more each day.  We should seek it as we would seek for hidden treasure 

Remember when you were a child and you went to the beach, maybe even with a metal detector, hoping to find something of value, searching high and low and rejoicing every time you stumbled across the smallest little something.  That same keenness, eagerness and excitement should characterise our relationship with Jesus.  
Proverbs 2v3-5: “and if you call out for insight and cry aloud for understanding, and if you look for it as for silver and search for it as for hidden treasure, then you will understand the fear of the LORD and find the knowledge of God”.
This same imagery is to be found elsewhere in both the Old and New Testaments:  In Isaiah 33v5-6 we read “The LORD is exalted, for he dwells on high; he will fill Zion with justice and righteousness. He will be the sure foundation for your times, a rich store of salvation and wisdom and knowledge; the fear of the LORD is the key to this treasure”
And in Colossians 2v2-3: My purpose is that they may be encouraged in heart and united in love, so that they may have the full riches of complete understanding, in order that they may know the mystery of God, namely, Christ, in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge

The Bible compares our relationship with Christ to that of a married couple.  Having been married for just over a year now I can say at least this: Having someone to share the burdens, help out around the house and keep me in order is great.  Having my own personal assistant who keeps my diary, reminds me constantly of what I should be doing and where I should be doing it is fantastic too. But to quote the well-known Mastercard adverts: sharing intimacy with my wife through the highs and the lows, on the good days and the bad is absolutely priceless.

We could say the same about our relationship with Christ:  it is absolutely priceless.  There is nothing more valuable than the hidden treasure of knowing Christ.  All the wealth in the world cannot buy it and there is nothing that we can do to earn that personal relationship.  However we must never forget that it had a price: It cost Christ his life and that is why he asks us to give our lives in sacrifice to him.

The Knowledge of Christ demands sacrifice


In the parable of the hidden treasure, when the man found the treasure, he went away and sold all that he had in order to buy the field.  The man valued the treasure so much that he was prepared to sell everything he had in order to purchase the field to make sure that the treasure would be his.  


Imagine organising a garage sale and trying to sell everything that you own.  Do you own things that people would necessarily want to buy? How long do you think that it would take you to manage to sell everything?  I imagine that if I tried to sell everything I own that it would take more than one garage sale and a lot of commitment.  The cost for this man of selling everything involved not only parting with his material possessions but also putting in the time and the effort to sell them as well. This cannot have been as simple as it might have sounded initially: It required great sacrifice.  It was a similar situation when Jesus encountered a rich young ruler. In Mark 10v21:  ‘Jesus looked at him and loved him. "One thing you lack," he said. "Go, sell everything you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me."’
Neither of these passages are telling us that you cannot get into the Kingdom of Heaven unless you sell all of your earthly possessions. In those specific cases that is the sacrifice that was required of them. The general principal is enunciated in Mark 8v34 where Jesus said, "If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross and follow me.  This is something that must be done daily especially in the context of the personal relationship with Christ that we looked at previously.  There are many sacrifices that we are asked of as Christians throughout our walk with Christ. One of the sacrifices a lot of us struggle with particularly is taking time out of our busy schedule to spend intimate time with Jesus Christ. We must cultivate our relationship with Christ if we want it to grow.

If we value our relationship with Christ and seek knowledge of Him like hidden treasure then we will make time to spend with Him and will be prepared to make any sacrifice that is required of us.  But then if we do really value our intimacy with Christ, is attaining that intimacy and doing what Christ requires of us really a sacrifice?  

The Apostle Paul certainly did not consider that he was losing anything. He states in Philippians 3v7-8: But whatever was to my profit I now consider loss for the sake of Christ. What is more, I consider everything a loss compared to the surpassing greatness of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all things. I consider them rubbish that I may gain Christ”.
And when in Mark 10v28-30 the disciples came to Jesus and said "We have left everything to follow you!", He replied, "no one who has left home or brothers or sisters or mother or father or children or fields for me and the gospel will fail to receive a hundred times as much in this present age (homes, brothers, sisters, mothers, children and fields—and with them, persecutions) and in the age to come, eternal life”.

It would appear that the man who found the treasure in the field understood both what Paul would later claim and what Jesus meant since “he went away in his joy, and sold everything he had and bought the field”.  He was a changed man.

The Knowledge of Christ transforms lives


Finding the hidden treasure brought great joy into the life of the man in the parable such that he went away and sold everything that he had in order to ensure that the treasure would be his.  In other words something changed within the life of the man when he found the treasure, which shows us something of the change that occurs in the life of a believer when they find Christ and begin to grow in their knowledge of Him.  Knowing Christ transformed this man’s life.


Upon finding the treasure the man was filled with joy. This was the initial stage of the transformation.  In the same way finding Jesus Christ and getting to know Him is an immense joy to all those who experience that privilege. As Jesus was being born, the angel was announcing to the shepherds, “I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people.”   The angel was looking forward to the joy with which Jesus would fill people’s hearts.


We can see that this was not just a joy that barely touched the surface of this man’s life otherwise he would not have reacted in the way that he did by selling everything he had to buy the field.  The joy that accompanies knowing Christ personally is a deep-seated joy that brings about change in our lives. This is evident by the fact that his joy was accompanied by faith.


Now you may ask where in this short parable can we see the evidence of faith in this man’s life? The answer lies within the actions that that he took having found the treasure.  James in his Epistle ch 2v14-25 demonstrates to us that saving faith is always accompanied by deeds, by actions.  James says to us in verse 18: “Show me your faith without deeds, and I will show you my faith by what I do”.  The man who found the hidden treasure demonstrated saving faith by his subsequent actions. He sold everything that he had in order to ensure that the treasure would be his.  As James goes on to put it in verse 22 “You see that his faith and his actions were working together, and his faith was made complete by what he did”.

It would not be unfair therefore to conclude that the joy that this man experienced was at the heart of the transformation that occurred in his life.  I am sure that all of you who know Christ personally have had this experience of being filled with His joy when you first accepted Him into your lives.  Knowing Christ brings great joy.  At that time you may well too have gone away with a skip in your step, ready to take on the world, filled with a desire to put your faith into action. You were prepared to do anything for Christ your Lord, saviour and friend. 


We all however come to a point in our lives where the daily grind kicks in and gets the better of us and has a tendency to rob us of our joy.  And without the joy of knowing Christ, the sacrifices required of us seem all the more unappealing.  Without that joy it becomes all the harder to put our faith into action and to face the trials that life throws at us.  If you want to grow in your faith, then keeping the flame of joy alive in your hearts is where you have to start.  You must remember your first love, that joy unspeakable that entered your heart when you first began to know Christ.  
Conclusion
Read the parable again.


As I began by saying, the hidden treasure that brought such joy to this man was the knowledge of Christ, the intimacy that comes through relationship with Jesus.  That is something that we have to work at, consecrate time to, and make sacrifices for.
When considering this parable in his book Desiring God, John Piper says this: “The Kingdom of Heaven is the abode of the King.  The longing to be there is not the longing for heavenly real estate, but for camaraderie with the King.  The treasure in the field is the fellowship of God in Christ.”

This parable speaks not just of the beginning of life in Christ, but how it should always be.  If we know Christ and treasure our intimacy with Him then we will be filled with joy and prepared for service ready to put our faith in action.  We will be filled with a deep-seated joy that is not affected by trials and tribulations, trouble or hardship.

James in his epistle ch 1v2-4 encourages Christians to: “Consider it pure joy, my brothers, whenever you face trials of many kinds, because you know that the testing of your faith develops perseverance. Perseverance must finish its work so that you may be mature and complete, not lacking anything”.

Now don’t get me wrong.  I am by no means saying that following Christ is easy. It’s not.  It requires taking up your cross and following him daily.  That does not mean to say either that life has to be a drag.  Life as a Christian can and should be joyful.  Knowing Christ should fill us with a joy that abounds and prepares us for the hard times.

And of course the joy that we experience now is just a foretaste of that which is to come.  Jesus said in Luke 6v 22-23 “Blessed are you when men hate you, when they exclude you and insult you and reject your name as evil, because of the Son of Man. "Rejoice in that day and leap for joy, because great is your reward in heaven”. More than anything else that which we look forward to in Heaven is knowing Christ and the Father through Him.  We live in the hope of perfect relationship and fellowship with Christ for all eternity to come.

Amen

